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Zusatzmaterial: The westward movement and 
Manifest Destiny

M1 Lewis Cass, presidential candidate in 1848. 

working vocabulary
– justifi cation for (military action)
– destiny
– promise
– duty 
– responsibility 
– mission
– hubris
– God’s will
– to proclaim
– to claim
– to assume 
– to neglect
– to steamroller 
– interests
– motivation 
– justifi cation 
– the end justifi es the means (?)
– modesty/immodesty
– moral behaviour
– ethic considerations

A caricature of Democratic candidate Lewis Cass, a general 
in the War of 1812, suggesting that his expansionist lean-
ings would lead the United States into war. Cass (dubbed 
“General Gas” by the unfriendly press) is pictured as a 
veritable war machine. He sits on a wheeled gun-carriage, 
with his various limbs and body parts in the form of can-
non shells and barrels shooting “gas” and shot. Over his 
head he waves a bloody sabre labelled “Manifest Destiny,” 
while reciting, “New Mexico, California, Chihuahua, Za-
catecas, MEXICO, Peru, Yucatan, Cuba.” These refl ect, with 
some exaggeration, Cass's ambitious agenda for territorial 
expansion in the wake of American victory in the Mexican 
War. In his left hand he holds a spear.
The Library's impression of the print was deposited for 
copyright on June 6, 1848, soon after Cass's nomination.

Zusatzmaterial: 
The U. S. and the world: American expansion-
ism and interventionism

M1 Albert Beveridge: The March of the Flag
Albert Beveridge, US Senator from Indiana (1899–1911), campaign 
speech on September 16, 1898. 
It is a noble land that God has given us; […] It is a mighty 
people that He has planted on this soil; a people sprung 
from the most masterful blood of history; […] It is a glori-
ous history our God has bestowed upon His chosen peo-
ple; a history heroic with faith in our mission and our 
future […]
Shall the American people continue their march toward 
the commercial supremacy of the world? […] 
Hawaii is ours; Porto Rico is to be ours; […] in the islands 
of the East, even to the gates of Asia, coaling stations are 
to be ours at the very least; […]
The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a peo-
ple without their consent. I answer, The rule of liberty that 
all just government derives its authority from the consent 
of the governed, applies only to those who are capable1 
of self-government. […] Do we owe no duty to the world? 
Shall we turn these peoples back to the reeking hands 
from which we have taken them? Shall we abandon them, 
with Germany, England, Japan, hungering for them? […] 
We do but what our fathers did […] we only continue the 
march of the fl ag. […] 
The commercial supremacy of the Republic means that 
this Nation is to be the sovereign factor in the peace of 
the world. For the confl icts of the future are to be confl icts 
of trade-struggles for markets-commercial wars for exist-
ence. […] We can not fl y from our world duties; it is ours 
to execute the purpose of a fate that has driven us to be 
greater than our small intentions. We can not retreat from 
any soil where Providence2 has unfurled3 our banner; it is 
ours to save that soil for liberty and civilization. 
1 fähig 2 Vorhersehung 3 entfalten
Quelle: Albert Beveridge: The March of the Flag (September 16, 
1898). http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1898beveridge.html  
(Stand 26. 03. 2010)

M2 Rudyard Kipling (British poet, 1865–1936; Nobel Prize 
Winner 1907): 
The poem ‘The White Man’s Burden’(1899) was addressed at the 
United States to support their interventionist policy. It carried the 
subtitle: ‘The United States and The Philippine Islands’.

The White Man’s Burden (McLure’s Magazine 12, Feb-
ruary 1899)
Take up the White Man's burden –
Send forth the best ye breed –
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fl uttered folk and wild –
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.
[…]
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