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Zusatzmaterial: 
How to analyse national anthems

Background information to the Greek hymn:
“The Hymn to Liberty (Greek: Ýmnos eis t ı̄n Eleftherían) is a 
poem written by Dionýsios Solomós in 1823 which consists 
of 158 stanzas and is the longest hymn in the world, set to 
music by Nikolaos Mantzaros. In 1865, the fi rst two stanzas 
offi cially became the national anthem of Greece and later 
also that of the Republic of Cyprus. Hymn to Liberty was 
also the Greek Royal Anthem (since 1864).
The hymn was set to music in 1865 by the composer 
Nikolaos Mantzaros, who composed two choral versions, 
a long one for the whole poem and a short one for the fi rst 
two stanzas; the latter is the one adopted as the National 
Anthem of Greece.”
Quelle: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_to_Liberty

M1 Method Skills
You can widen your knowledge and apply your method 
competence with two more examples of national an-
thems:
In addition to the ones given in your textbook, now ana-
lyse the Hungarian hymn according the method you have 
learnt. Then look for the Italian anthem and compare and 
contrast them. Strikingly, the fl ags of both countries have 
the same colours: Hungary red, white and green in hori-
zontal bars; Italy green, white and red in vertical bars. Is 
there a connection? Do some research on the colours of 
the fl ags and the anthems (look for the text of the Italian 
national anthem). Place both anthems in the context of 

the national history of Hungary, Italy and the historical 
context of liberal vs. restorative tendencies. Summarize 
your fi ndings.

Hungary: Himnusz (“God bless the Hungarians” or: “From 
the rough centuries of the Hungarian People”) 4th stanza of 
the Poetic Version, translated by William N. Loew (1881)
Text writer: Ferenc Kölscey, 1823, Composer: Ferenc Erkel

Hajh, de büneink miatt
Gyúlt harag kebledben,
S elsújtád villámidat
Dörgö fellegedben,
Most rabló mongol nyilát
Zúgattad felettünk,
Majd töröktöl rabigát
Vállainkra vettünk.

But, alas! for our misdeed,
Anger rose within Thy breast,
And Thy lightnings Thou did'st speed
From Thy thundering sky with zest.
Now the Mongol arrow fl ew
Over our devoted heads;
Or the Turkish yoke we knew,
Which a free-born nation dreads.

Quelle: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himnusz

M2 Mögliches Tafelbild: Zusammenfassung der Epoche
Liberty and Nation: Political forces in 19th century Europe

Mögliches Tafelbild

Liberty and Nation (1815–1850): Survey
grey: liberal/national events; people's activities; “democratization”

black: restaurative/monarchial events; kings and noblemen’s activities; “restriction” / “oppression”

1815 1817 1819 1821 1830 1832 1834 1848/49 1850/51

Germany:

1815: 

The German 

Confederation: 

establishment 

of political 

restauration

Europa:

1814/15: 
Congress of 
Vienna:

Assembly of 
Europe’s restaura-
tive powes

Students 

celebrate the 

victory-day 

(1813) over 

Napoleon in 

the Wartburg 

Festival

The Carlsbad

Decrees: 

repressive 

measurements

1821: the Greek 
War of Inde-
pendence from 
the Ottoman 
Empire begins

Juli 1832:

The Ten 

Articles: 

repressive 

measure-

ments

May 1832:

Hambach 

Festival, 

international 

audience

1830: Greece: 
independent

1830: France: 
July Revolution

1830/31: Poland:
November
Upgrising. Not success-
ful against the Russians.

1831: Belgium becomes 
independent from the 
Netherlands and gets a 
liberal constitutions:

The Customs 

Union: fi rst 

step of 

unifying the 

economy

The Frankfurt 

Assembly:

freely elected 

Parliament; 

constituional work; 

‘Black-Red-Gold’/

Basic Laws 

proclaimed

1848: France:
February Revolution;

Upheavals in various 
European cities, e. g. 
Vienna

1848/49: Hungary:
Fight fo Liberty.

Beaten down by Austrian 
and Russian troops

1847/48: Civil War in 
Switzerland

The Prussian King 

rejects the Crowm 

(from Parliament) 

(1849); imposes a 

new constitution; 

the Frankfurt As-

sembly is dissolved; 

the Basic Laws out 

of force; censorship 

reintroduced

DO01411122_001_066.indd   37DO01411122_001_066.indd   37 21.04.2010   08:37:3921.04.2010   08:37:39


